
Empowering Survivors. 
Improving Humanity.

www.rwandasurvivorsfoundation.org



Who We Are
Rwanda Survivors Foundation is the first Canadian human rights education 
non-profit to focus specifically on Rwanda. We are co-founded by a Rwandan 
genocide survivor and a Canadian educator, a partnership that reflects our 
connection to the Rwandan community and Canada’s important commitment 
to international peacekeeping.

Alison Kathleen Burkett, Co-Founder & 
COO

Alison Burkett is an educator and 
peacebuilder, with a Master of Education from 
the University of Toronto and a BA in Political 
Science from Queen’s University.  Having 
developed educational programs for many 
renowned organizations, Alison’s work has 
impacted thousands of Canadian youth. Now, 
she is committed to preserving the memories 
of Rwandan genocide survivors and inspiring 
change through education.

Emery Rutagonya, Co-Founder & CEO

A Rwandan genocide survivor, Emery not 
only developed the first and only genocide 
education program for youth in Rwanda, but 
he has also shared his story with over 5,000 
students across Rwanda, Canada and the 
USA. Emery co-founded Rwanda Survivors 
Foundation to continue genocide-prevention 
work, improve education and awareness, and 
raise support for fellow survivors.

www.rwandasurvivorsfoundation.org



Mission
Our mission is to advance and disseminate knowledge 
about the Genocide against Tutsi in Rwanda; to preserve 
the memory of those who suffered; and to provide spaces 
to reflect upon the moral and spiritual questions raised by 
the tragedy of Genocide. Rwanda Survivors Foundation 
strives to be a leader in the promotion of human rights by 
empowering survivors of the Genocide against Tutsi in 
Rwanda to inspire humankind.



Taking Lessons from Rwanda to Schools
We’re bringing extensive experience in genocide education to the 
forefront. 

Feature Program

Focusing on the Genocide in Rwanda, this educational program blends 
fact with experience. We bring real survivors’ stories into schools to build 
cohesive learning environments that are free of prejudice and bullying.  

Why the Program Works 

A focus on the individual helps students understand the human story 
behind the statistics. 

In teaching about the Genocide in Rwanda, individual stories can become 
lost in a mass of numbers. Live survivor testimony helps students and 
teachers to:

Our Commitment to Schools 

• Link individual experience to the broad framework of events and 
understand the impact on real people. 

• Discover what is possible in the face of great adversity, inspiring 
students to realize that they themselves can overcome their own 
challenges. 

• Engage disinterested or disaffected students in learning by meeting a 
survivor. 

• Ask questions and be an active participant in their learning through 
coming face to face with an historical source.

Rwanda Survivors Foundation works with each school to develop an 
approach that fits their needs. Visit our website to book a session: 

www.rwandasurvivorsfoundation.org



“It really gave me a new 
outlook on life, and I 
now know no matter 

what the situation I will 
never give up.”

What Students Are Saying

Classroom Workshop

In this sixty minutes workshop, students receive a live testimony from 
a Rwandan genocide survivor and get the opportunity to ask their own 
questions.
Price: $520
 
Half-Day Workshop

In this three and a half hour session, students receive a live testimony from a 
Rwandan genocide survivor, a question and answer session, an experiential 
workshop on prejudice and bullying, and a closing debrief on the moral and 
spiritual lessons of Genocide.
Price: $980
 
Assembly

In this large group assembly, students and teachers throughout the school 
receive a live inspirational presentation from a survivor speaker and get the 
opportunity to ask their own questions.
Price: $ 1,450

* Travel and accommodation fees will apply for workshops outside of Toronto, Canada.





Get Involved
Schools

Our array of educational materials, varying from hands-on, in-the-class 
workshops to leadership trips to Rwanda, foster civic involvement. Learn 
from our website about how you can inspire your school.

Donors

Your gift goes towards the collection of stories from Genocide survivors and 
the delivery of educational programs.  With your help we can create a world 
that is founded upon common humanity. Visit our website to give today.

More of Our Work
The Survivor Memory Initiative

Using an innovative methodology that puts the survivor at the centre of the 
process, we preserve testimonies, bring dignity to survivors’ memories, and 
partner with Canadian universities to expand research efforts. The result: a 
greater voice from Rwandan genocide survivors.

The Canada Rwanda Centre for Genocide & Peace Studies

This groundbreaking learning hub will provide visitors with educational 
resources, trainings and workshops, and access to a digital and physical 
survivor memory archive.

Volunteers

The greatest gift one can give is their expertise. We are always looking 
for passionate professionals to help us inspire change and intervention. 
Contact us to share your time and knowledge.

www.rwandasurvivorsfoundation.org
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